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Welcome to Worship! 

 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ community: We 

affirm that Christ has made us one body with many members, all sharing in 

God’s wondrous grace and unconditional love.  
 

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God’s family. 

Following Jesus’ example, we embrace all of God’s people regardless of 

ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we invite 

you to join us in worship, education, fellowship, and service.  
 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the 

Gospel. 

                                      Central Lutheran Staff 
Pastor Laurie A Jones 

pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 

mobile: 206-354-6756 
 

Pastor Ben Nickodemus 

pastorben@welcometocentral.org 

mobile: 208-290-1165  
 

Deacon Clare Josef-Maier 

Campus Ministry/Christus House 

clare@begoodsoil.org  
 

Vicar Ian Hamilton 

Seminary Intern for United & Central 

vicar.ian@unitedlutheran.org  
 

Crystal Miller, Children/Youth 

Minister for Central/United/Emmaus 

crystal@unitedlutheran.org  

Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook  

Organist/Choirmaster 

aesc@welcometocentral.org   
 

Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers 

Assoc. Organist/Children’s Music 

lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com  
 

Kristi Hoiland  

Parish Administrator 

info@welcometocentral.org 
 

Cindy Culpepper  

Financial Manager 

cindy@welcometocentral.org 
 

Prayers Requests may be 

submitted to: 

prayers@welcometocentral.org
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE  Wie leuchtet der Morgenstern (O Morning Star) Buxtehude 

 

WELCOME 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (please stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock 

who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy 

and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which 

you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through 

the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your 

Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and 

your Word you claim us as your beloved children, making us heirs of your 

promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise 

you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 

renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN #308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Holy God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your 

glory and led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought 

gladness and salvation to your people. Transform us by the Spirit of his 

love, that we may find our life together in Christ Jesus, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

ANTHEM  A Repeating Alleluia - Hampton          Chorale 

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 62:1-5 
The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. 

Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice 

over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the people are called to the 

celebration. 
 

1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning 

torch. 2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem 

in the hand of your God. 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your 

land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is 

in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your land 

shall be married. 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your 

builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your 

God rejoice over you. The Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 36:5-10 
5 Your love, O Lord, reaches | to the    

        heavens, and your faithfulness | to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like | the    

        great deep; you save humankind and ani- | mals, O Lord.   
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7 How priceless is your | love, O God! All people take refuge under the          

         shadow | of your wings. 
8 They feast upon the abundance | of your house; 

  you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 
9 For with you is the | well of life, 

  and in your light | we see light. 
10 Continue your lovingkindness to | those who know you, 

  and your favor to those who are | true of heart. 

Glory be to the Father, and |  to the Son, and to the |  Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the begin- | ning, is now, and will be fore-  |  ver. Amen. 

 

SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual 

gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust 

that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their mission together. 
 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led 

astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that 

no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no 

one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  4 Now there are 

varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but 

the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of 

the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the 

utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to 

the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing 

by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 

to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 

another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the 

same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

The  Word of Life. Thanks be to God.  
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During the Gospel Acclamation our children are invited to join Pastor 

Laurie in the chapel for a special message. We will return during the 

sharing of the peace.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand) 

 
Cantors:  Jesus re- | vealed his glory,* and his disciples be- | lieved in him. 

Repeat Antiphon. 

 

GOSPEL  John 2:1-11 

The Gospel according to John, the second chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 

Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 

wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to 

me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 

whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the 

Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said 

to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He 

said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they 

took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not 

know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 

knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves 

the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 

drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first 

of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 

believed in him. The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor Ben Nickodemus  
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HYMN OF THE DAY #310 Songs of Thankfulness (please stand)  
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NICENE CREED 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father.   He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

OFFERING  
You may place your offering in the plates as you come forward for communion. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN #312 Jesus, Come! For We Invite You 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER (please stand) 

Let us pray. Gracious God, receive the gifts we bring—ourselves, our time,  

and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with 

the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for 

us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the 

miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you 

gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
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for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 

we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 

supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took break, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”   
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

☩Christ has died.     ☩Christ is risen.     ☩Christ will come again.   
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth burning with 

justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and all places, with the earth and all its 

creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and 

holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.   

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. (please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION   
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

MOTET Locus iste – Anton Bruchner Chorale 

This place was made by God, a priceless sacrament; it is without reproach. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (please stand) 

Let us pray. Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy 

gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service and send us out to embody 

your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the 

name of Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN #841 Lift Up Your Voice (see insert) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY   Pièce d’Orgue (BWV 572)   J. S. Bach 
 

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

with permission to reproduce and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license A-706755. All rights reserved.     

 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

Following the service this morning our Treasurer, Brent Moeller will be 

giving a presentation on Central’s 2025 Ministry and Mission Budget. This 

will be a preview of what will be voted on at the semi-annual congregational 

meeting next Sunday, January 26. Both of these meetings will be held 

between services (9:45-10:45am) in the Parish Hall.  

 

Join us for midweek coffee hour on Wednesday, January 22 from 1-2pm in 

the Terrace Room.   

 

Please note: The office will be closed on Monday in observance of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day.   

 

Mark your calendar for the next Lyle & Iris Jacobson Organ Concert on 

Sunday, January 26 at 4pm.  

 

Thank you for your generosity in support of  

Central’s ministry. For those who wish to donate  

online you may scan the QR code. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN #841 Lift Every Voice and Sing 
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