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Welcome to Central! 

 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ 

community: We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many members, 

all sharing in God's wondrous grace and unconditional love.  

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family. 

Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people regardless of 

ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we invite 

you to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.  
 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the 

Gospel. 
  

A special word of welcome to our guests today: Thank you for worshiping 

with us. If you are a first-time or occasional visitor and would like to be added 

to our mailing list, or if you’d like to hear from us, we invite you to fill out the 

visitor information card found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

Also, if you wish to find out more about Central we invite you to visit our 

website welcometocentral.org.  
 

Parents of young children: We welcome the sound of little ones in worship 

and so we encourage children and parents to worship together. However, if it is 

helpful to you, you are welcome to utilize the children’s space located adjacent 

to the Narthex (entrance) to the Sanctuary. Additionally, there are children’s 

bags and kid’s bulletins available in the Narthex.  
 

Large print bulletins as well as hearing assistance receivers are also 

available from the ushers. Please note: if your personal hearing device has a  

T-Coil there are Hearing Loops in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. 
 

 

http://www.welcometocentral.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP           The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE                            Dona Nobis Pacem                                  Traditional 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand as you are able) 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 

 

Most Merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for 

his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN #834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 
GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Blessed Trinity, you call your people to responsible citizenship 

for the sake of your world. Help us to be faithful disciples who care as you do 

about the common good. We give thanks for the aspirations of this society 

toward democracy and justice for all, even while admitting our fears and 

acknowledging failures. May our thoughts and words be honest, insightful, and 

faithful. In all that we say and do, may we strengthen each other as siblings in 

Christ. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen  

(please be seated) 

 

ANTHEM                           Summertide Hymn               Harriett Johnson  

 

FIRST READING  1 Kings 19:9-18 
(On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s 

presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God 

assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still 

loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own 

successor.) 

 
9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night 

there.  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing 

here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God 

of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.”11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain 

before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, 

so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 

Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 

the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the 

Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
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God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on 

your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint 

Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king 

over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as 

prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall 

kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will 

leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and 

every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 85:8-13  (move after | ) 
8I will listen to what the Lord| God is saying; 

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts 

to you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
12The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. 

Glory be to the Father, and  | to the Son, And to the | Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the begin- |  ning, is now,  and will be fore- | ver.  Amen. 
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SECOND READING    Romans 10:5-15 
(A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift 

received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates 

our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable 

component of God’s saving actions.) 

 
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 

person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that 

comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 

heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the 

abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?  

“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of 

faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses 

with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in 

him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 

the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how are 

they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless 

they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

good news!” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 9 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able) 

  
 

GOSPEL    Matthew 14:22-33  

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side 

[of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had 

dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 

evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the 

waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the 

morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples 

saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 

they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take 

heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 

command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got 

out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But 

when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, 

he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 

caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When 

they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, 

saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                               Pastor Ben Nickodemus 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save (please stand) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith using the words of 

the Apostles’ Creed. 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
      

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  
      

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.      (please be seated) 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

OFFERING  

You are invited to bring your offering forward when you come for communion 
 

OFFERTORY Church Sonata No. 10 in F Major (KV 244)     

                                                                                 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

OFFERING RESPONSE (please stand as you are able) 

 



 12 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 

things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your 

graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

(please be seated) 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION (please stand as you are able) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you  

in his grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. Gracious God, you have created us for good as the body of Christ. 

Grant us, through this meal of your body and blood, courage to live and speak 

together as a reflection of your love. Fill us with hope for the future. Guide us 

to go in peace and to love and serve you in our community. Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.  
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HYMN #870 We Praise You, O God 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the harvest.   Thanks be to God. 
 

We invite you to remain seated through the voluntary; however, if you choose to depart, we 

kindly ask you to do so in silence. 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY     Church Sonata No. 13 in G Major (KV 274) 

                                                                               Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart   
 

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live 

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License. Mathis Canticles © Oxford 

University Press reprinted through One License.   
 

Bulletin Cover:  Saint Mary’s Catholic Church , Gatlinberg, TN. Photo open access from 

wikimediacommons.org
 

Cantors:  Naomi Castro, Dylan Bunten 

Strings: Emily Gustafson, violin; Sophie Therrell, violin;  

               Lauralie Kallinen, cello 
 

Music Note:  

A hearty thanks to Emily, Sophie, and Lauralie for providing music for our 

service today. In addition to running their bustling private music studios, they 

serve as our Music Together teachers. This program of play-filled music 

classes for children, ages birth-5, is offered to the Eugene/Springfield 

community (and on Together Tuesdays, for our local CLC families) and it 

supports every child, no matter their learning style or stage of development. If 

you'd like more information about this program, visit our website 

(musictogethereugene.com) or send us a note: 

hello.everybody.eugene@gmail.com 
 

Blood Drive: Central Lutheran is hosting a Blood Drive on Tuesday, August 

22nd, from 10am-3pm in the Parish Hall. To sign up please visit 

redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code: centrallutheraneugene or call the 

Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767. 

http://musictogethereugene.com/
mailto:hello.everybody.eugene@gmail.com
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The special prayer of the day and the post-communion prayer are taken 

from the ELCA study on Civic Life and Faith which Central, United, and 

Emmaus are discussing on Tuesday nights via Zoom Aug 1-Sept. 5. More 

information below.  

 

ELCA Study for Civic Life and Faith Continues! 

 

The ELCA Task Force on Studies for Civic Life and Faith has released a 

study curriculum for use throughout our church. The task force is inviting all 

of us to join a conversation about religious liberty, the proper role of the 

church in relation to government, and many other critical topics.  

 

Pastor Ben and Deacon Clare will be hosting this weekly study on Zoom 

on Tuesdays at 7pm in August (through the first week of September). 

Tuesday, August 15 - Session 3: “What Are Lutheran Views on Civic Life?” 

Tuesday, August 22 - Session 4: “What Are the Objectives of Democracy in 

the United States? 

Tuesday, August 29 - Session 5: “What's Faith-based Living Got to Do With 

Civic Life?” 

Tuesday, September 5 - Session 6: “How Do We Go in Peace to Love and 

Serve the Lord in Civic Life?” 

  

A response form after each session lets participants communicate with the 

task force itself on the material covered. Join us for any or all of these sessions 

on Zoom. 
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