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Welcome to Central! 

 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ 

community: We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many 

members, all sharing in God's wondrous grace and unconditional love.  

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family. 

Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people regardless of 

ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we invite 

you to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.  
 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the 

Gospel. 
  

A special word of welcome to our guests today: Thank you for worshiping 

with us. If you are a first-time or occasional visitor and would like to be added 

to our mailing list, or if you’d like to hear from us, we invite you to fill out the 

visitor information card found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

Also, if you wish to find out more about Central we invite you to visit our 

website welcometocentral.org.  
 

Parents of young children: We welcome the sound of little ones in worship 

and so we encourage children and parents to worship together. However, if it is 

helpful to you, you are welcome to utilize the children’s space located adjacent 

to the Narthex (entrance) to the Sanctuary. Additionally, there are children’s 

bags and kid’s bulletins available in the Narthex.  
 

Large print bulletins as well as hearing assistance receivers are also 

available from the ushers. Please note: if your personal hearing device has a  

T-Coil there are Hearing Loops in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. 
 

http://www.welcometocentral.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP           The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE                 Retrospection                                          Florence Price 

  

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand as you are able) 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 

 

Most Merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for 

his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN #556 Morning Has Broken 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. 

By the power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise 

us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

(please be seated) 

 

FIRST READING    Hosea 5:15--6:6 

I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my 

face. In their distress they will beg my favor: “Come, let us return to the Lord; 

for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will 

bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us 

up, that we may live before him. Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 

his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like 

the spring rains that water the earth.” What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the 

dew that goes away early. Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have 

killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the 

light. For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather 

than burnt offerings. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM                     Christ Be With Me                       Noel Rawsthorne 
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SECOND READING    Romans 4:13-25 

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 

void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 

violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 

on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 

the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of 

all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed 

that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was 

said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith 

when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 

was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 

Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 

but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 

that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 

were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 

who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 

over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able) 

 
 

CANTOR:  The Spirit of the Lord | is upon me,* and has anointed me to bring 

good news | to the poor.   Repeat Antiphon. 
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GOSPEL   Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

The Gospel according to Matthew, the ninth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 

booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 

were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said 

to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire 

mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue 

came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come 

and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed 

him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from 

hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of 

his cloak, for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made 

well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith 

has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus 

came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a 

commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they 

laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took 

her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout 

that district. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                 Deacon Clare Josef-Maier 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #588 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

 (please stand) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith using the words of 

the Apostles’ Creed. 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
      

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  
      

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.      (please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

OFFERING 
 

We receive the morning offerings. 

 

OFFERTORY (8:30)    
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OFFERING RESPONSE (8:30) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (please stand as you are able) 

Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 

things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your 

graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PROPER PREFACE 

 
 

 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. (please be seated) 
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COMMUNION ANTHEM   Creating God, Your Fingers Trace 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION (please stand as you are able) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you  

in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With 

your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. 

Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and 

sustain you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage. Amen. 
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HYMN #838 Beautiful Savior 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the harvest.   Thanks be to God. 
 

We invite you to remain seated through the voluntary; however, if you choose to depart, we 

kindly ask you to do so in silence. 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY      
The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live 

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License. Mathis Canticles © Oxford 

University Press reprinted through One License.  
 

Cantors at 8:30am:                         Cantor at 11am:   
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Alice Rotchstein in 

memory of her daughter, Kathryn, upon the first anniversary of her death. 

 

Semi-Annual Meeting this morning between services (9:45-10:45am) in 

the Parish Hall today! Please join us for some important business of the 

church. 

 

The last Together Tuesday until the Fall is this Tuesday, June 13! We will 

have a pizza and game night. Please bring a favorite board game to share.  
 

11am Service at the Garden begins next week, June 18. For our third year, 

this Summer our 11am worship service will move to the garden in Springfield 

rather than being in the sanctuary. Come join us for worship in the beauty of 

God’s creation in a wonderful outdoor (covered) setting. The 8:30 service in 

the sanctuary and livestream will remain unchanged throughout the Summer. 

The garden is located at 2345 Laura Street, Springfield. Extended parking is 

available across the street at Oregon Neurology. 
 

Blood Drive at Central Lutheran Church Thursday, June 15, 10am to 3pm.  

To schedule an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code:  

centralutheraneugene or call the Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767. 



Central Lutheran Staff   

Pastor Laurie A Jones 

pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 

mobile: 206-354-6756 
 

 Pastor Ben Nickodemus 

pastorben@welcometocentral.org   

mobile: 208-290-1165  
 

Deacon Clare Josef-Maier 

Christus House/Campus Ministry  

clare@begoodsoil.org 
 

   Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook  

 Organist/Choirmaster 

 aesc@welcometocentral.org  
 

Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers 

Associate Organist/Children’s Music 

lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com 
 

   Kristi Hoiland, Parish Administrator 

info@welcometocentral.org  
 

Cindy Culpepper, Financial Manager 

cindy@welcometocentral.org 
 

Crystal Miller, Minister to Children, Youth  

& Families for Central, United & Emmaus 

crystal@unitedlutheran.org   
 

Thomas Stine, Video & Tech Support  

Church Council Members 

Jean Clancey, President 

clanceyhome@pacinfo.com 

 

Debbie Knebel, Vice President 

knebels@gmail.com 

 

Jack Bennett, Secretary 

jbennett@uoregon.edu 

 

Charlotte Bontrager, Treasurer 

charlotte.bontrager@gmail.com 

 

Ron Fenchak 

rfenchak@comcast.net 

 

Matt Haugen 

Matthewhaugen65@gmail.com 

 

Howard Kallinen 

hkallinen@msn.com 

 

Jill Liedtke 

jill.liedtke@gmail.com 

 

Chuck Swenson 

chucks@apioregon.com 
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