Central Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 26, 2023
8:30 &11:00am Worship



Welcome to Central!

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ
community: We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many
members, all sharing in God's wondrous grace and unconditional love.

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family.
Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people regardless of
ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we
invite you to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one
another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the
Gospel.

Parents of young children: We welcome the sound of little ones making a
joyful noise in worship and so we encourage children and parents to worship
together. If it is helpful to you, you are additionally welcome to utilize the
children’s space located adjacent to the Narthex (entrance) to the Sanctuary.

Large print bulletins as well as hearing assistance receivers are
available. Also, if your personal hearing device has a T-Coil there are
Hearing Loops in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall.

During the season of Lent our Sunday Adult Education Hour (9:45-
10:45am) will take place in the Parish Hall while children are invited to
meet in the Godly Play Room. Mid-week Lenten worship will take
place as part of our Together Tuesdays programming beginning with
Soup Supper at 5:15pm followed by Children’s Choir and Adult
Education at 6pm and concluding with Holden Evening Prayer at 7pm.
New Members will be received on Palm Sunday.



CALL TO WORSHIP The Carillon
PRELUDE Were You There Evelyn Simpson-Curenton
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand as you are able)
In the name of the Father, and of the F Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for self-examination.

Most Merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



HY MN #338 Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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1 Be - neath the cross of Je - sus 1 long to take my stand;
2 Up - on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for a - bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
1 ask no oth - er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;

; - n T i f
ft jA— ] t ' H“_ v
S S e == —J—%‘tzﬁ"j;_i -
a  home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on way,

And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con-tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,

e e g .
e

&
N I IR

from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. . . won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peacefrom a - bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the Church of God,

For this ho - ly house, and for all who of - fer here their wor-ship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord.
A men.

The Canticle of Praise is omitted during Lent



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to
new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (please be seated)

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

‘The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered,
“O Lord God, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. “Thus says the Lord God
to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am
the Lord.” 'So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. °I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. “Then he
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” *°l prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude. **Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” **Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
| am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. **And you shall know
that | am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and
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I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have

spoken and will act, says the Lord.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM (8:30)  Christus factus est Anton Bruchner Chorale
Christ became obedient for us unto death, even to the death, death on the cross.
Therefore, God exalted him and gave him a name which is above all names.

ANTHEM (11:00) Jerusalem, Thou City Fair and High Cantor

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. 'For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, ®and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God. “But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit,
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of
Christ does not belong to him. “But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. *If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that
dwells in you. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

LENTEN ACCLAMATION (please stand)
2
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to you, O Lord Je - sus Christ.

Cantor: Jesus says, | am the resurrection and the life;
whoever believes in me will never die. (Repeat Antiphon)
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GOSPEL John 11:1-45 (you may be seated)

The Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel is read.
The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Laurie A Jones
HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (please stand)
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my God,
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6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv’'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!



APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith using the words
of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

OFFERING (8:30) Stabat Mater (Stood the Mother at the Cross) Chorale

You may bring your offering forward during communion and place it in the plate.



OFFERTORY PRAYER (please stand)

Let us pray. God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we
present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts
to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ
Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through Christ
our Lord. You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy
for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the
fullness of grace that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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Ho - ly, ho ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might:
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Heav - and earth are full of your glo - ry.

Ho - san - - - na In the  high - est.

Bless - ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Ho - san - - - na in the  high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have
eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Remembering therefore his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, we give thanks to you, O Lord
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to
accept our praise and thanksgiving and these your own gifts of bread and
wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be
filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with
11



all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all glory in
your holy church, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION (please be seated)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
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LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin  of the world;
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You take away the sin of theworld; grant us peace. A-men.
HYMN VARIATIONS When Jesus on the cross was ~ Samuel Scheidt

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this
feast, the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to
serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION (please stand)
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ++ give you peace. Amen.
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HYMN #334 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery

(Stanzas 1, 2, Lent 5, and 3)

n — \ [ — |
75 — p— ' | %
v ¢ e 9 & o ” r
1 Tree of Life and awe - some mys - t’ry, in  your
2 We re - mem - ber truth once  spo - Kken, love passed
3 Christ, you lead and we shall fol - low, stum - bling
0 . e [—
" | ! T 1 ' g
@ﬁ ", P I t - -
J ¢ z
death we are re - born; though you die in all of
on  through act and  word; ev - ry per - son lost and
though our steps may be; one with you in joy and
0 | ;
o ] ' | |
A— o | | |
g » . = &
his - t'ry, still you rise with ev - 'ry morn, still  you
bro - ken wears the bod -y of our Lord, wears the
sor - row, we the riv - er, you the sea, we the
0]
DA | 3 3
— ] =3
@::1 P S | '
< o
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bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea.
Lent5

God of all our fear and sorrow, God who lives beyond our death,

Hold us close through each tomorrow, love as near

DISMISSAL

Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.

as ev’ry breath.

Thanks be to God.

You are invited to stay for the Organ Voluntary, however if you choose to

depart, we ask you to do so in silence.
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY Procession (Second Symphony) Guy Weitz

Weitz's inspiration for Procession is drawn from a procession of Benedictine monks
making the Adoration of the Cross with the melodic theme is drawn from Gregorian
chant, specifically "Vexilla Regis prodeunt” from the Vesper service on Passion
Sunday. The work is very programmatic, in that one can hear the procession grow and
change until it reaches a dramatic arrival, probably at the cathedral following a long
trek through the village. Once the doors to the cathedral are opened, the mood changes
and one senses the conclusion of the procession as it moves to the High Altar, bathed in
beautiful colored light from the stained-glass windows.

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress,
reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live-stream
granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.

Cantor at 11am: Bernie Bopp

SPECIAL MEETING

The Church Council is calling a special meeting of the congregation on April
16, 2023, at 9:45am in order to inform the congregation of important property
maintenance issues. Details about the specific issues, cost estimates, and the
plan for addressing these issues will be included in the April Centralite.

LENTEN DAILY DEVOTIONS

Throughout the season of Lent, daily devotions—written by members
and friends of Central—are being posted on Central’s FaceBook page
as well as our website (welcometocentral.org). A word of thanks to all
of our contributors!

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday, April 2, Worship with us at 8:30 or 11am; Maundy Thursday,
April 6, 7:30pm; Good Friday, April 7, 7:30pm; and The Resurrection of Our
Lord Festival Worship on Easter Sunday, April 9 at 8:30am or 11am. There
will also be a Prayer Vigil in the Chapel on Good Friday between noon and
3pm for self-guided meditation. And don’t forget the Easter Egg Hunt for
children of all ages on Holy Saturday at 10am (meet in the Parish Hall).
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http://www.welcometocentral.org/

Central Lutheran Staff
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GOSPEL John 11:1-45

The Gospel according to John, the 11" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. “Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. *So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it,
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” >Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, “after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 'Then after this he said to
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ®The disciples said to him, “Rabbi,
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”
°Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. °But
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” *'After
saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am
going there to awaken him.” **The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” **Jesus, however, had been speaking about
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. **Then Jesus
told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. *>For your sake | am glad | was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” **Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. ®Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, *“and many
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.
““When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while
Mary stayed at home. *Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died. ?’But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” **Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
“*Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day.” “*Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live, °and everyone who lives and
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believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to him, “Yes,
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.” “*When she had said this, she went back and called her sister
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”
2And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. **°Now Jesus had
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. *The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. **When Mary came where Jesus was and saw
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. **He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come
and see.” *Jesus began to weep. *°So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
*"But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?” **Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. **Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” “°Jesus said to
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”
“1S0 they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I
thank you for having heard me. ““I knew that you always hear me, but | have
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.” “*When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” ““The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and
let him go.” “’Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had
seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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