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CALL TO WORSHIP           The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE      Petit Aria Joseph Jongson 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand as you are able) 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for 

his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 

God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  



 3 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN #855 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of 

service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom 

to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

FIRST READING     Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will 

assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, 

“my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 
 

11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 

out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered 

sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which 

they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them 

out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 

their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 

watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with 

good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they 

shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 

them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 

strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 

and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 20Therefore, thus says 

the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 

sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 

animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my 

flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and 

sheep. 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 

them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their 

God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 95:1-7a 
1Come, let us sing | to the Lord; let us 

shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 

  and raise a loud shout to the | Lord with psalms. 
3For you, Lord, | are a great God, and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 

  the heights of the hills are | also yours.  
5The sea is yours, | for you made it, and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 

  let us kneel before the | Lord our maker. 
7aFor the Lord| is our God, 

  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the begin- ning, is now, and will be fore- | ver. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM    Sing to the Lord a New Song - Hopson Cantors 

 

SECOND READING     Ephesians 1:15-23 
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the 

dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, 

now and in the age to come.  
 

[Paul writes] 15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you 

as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 

you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 

his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his 

great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all 
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rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all 

things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. The Word of the 

Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able) 

  
 

Cantors:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the Lord.* Blessed is 

the coming kingdom of our an- | cestor David.  Repeat Antiphon 

 

GOSPEL     Matthew 25:31-46  

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.   

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 

all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the 

nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the 

sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to 

those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 

was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then 

the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 

gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it 

that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 
41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from 



 9 

 

me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry 

and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I 

was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will 

answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer 

them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 

did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal life.” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                    Pastor Laurie A. Jones 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  You, Lord, Both Lamb and Shepherd (please stand) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith using the words of 

the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
      

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  
      

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

OFFERING 
 

You are invited to place your offering in the plate as you come forward for communion. 
 

In thanksgiving to God for our many blessings during these next few weeks we also invite 

you to bring non-perishable canned goods and place them in the FISH Box in the Narthex. 

Central has been a long-time supporter of Friends In Service to Humanity—FISH—an all-

volunteer organization serving those in need in our community with groceries, prescription 

medications, and propane. As we sing the Offertory Hymn our children are invited to collect 

those items from the FISH Box and place them at the foot of the altar.  
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OFFERTORY  #693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
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OFFERING PRAYER (please stand as you are able) 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… And so, with the Church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. (please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM      Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit      Cantors 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION (please stand as you are able) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you  

in his grace. Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send 

us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are 

satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and 

sustain you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage. Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN #838 Beautiful Savior (see next page) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

We invite you to remain seated through the voluntary; however, if you choose to depart, we 

kindly ask you to do so in silence. 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY     Now Thank We All Our God Karg Elert 
 

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live 

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License reprinted through One License.  
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SENDING HYMN #838 Beautiful Savior 
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Welcome to Worship! 
 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ 

community: We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many 

members, all sharing in God’s wondrous grace and unconditional love.  

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God’s 

family. Following Jesus’ example, we embrace all of God’s people 

regardless of ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming 

hearts, we invite you to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.  
 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the 

Gospel. 
  

                                        Central Lutheran Staff 
  

Pastor Laurie A Jones 

pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 

mobile: 206-354-6756 
 

 Pastor Ben Nickodemus 

pastorben@welcometocentral.org   

mobile: 208-290-1165  
 

Deacon Clare Josef-Maier 

Campus Ministry/Christus House 

clare@begoodsoil.org 
 

Crystal Miller  

Minister to Children, Youth  

& Families for Central, United & 

Emmaus crystal@unitedlutheran.org 

Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook  

Organist/Choirmaster 

aesc@welcometocentral.org  
 

Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers 

Assoc. Organist/Children’s Music 

lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com 
 

   Kristi Hoiland  

Parish Administrator 

info@welcometocentral.org  
 

Cindy Culpepper  

Financial Manager 

cindy@welcometocentral.org 
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Advent & Christmas Schedule 

 
Together Tuesdays (November 28, December 5, & December 12) 

5:00-5:30 Soup Supper (Parish Hall) 

5:30-6:00 Holden Evening Prayer (Sanctuary)  

6:00-6:45 Children’s Choir (Nicki Hansen Choir Room) 

6:00-7:15  Adult Class (Library) 

6:45-7:15 Junior Cantors (Nicki Hansen Choir Room) 

 

Lessons & Carols – an evening of scripture and carols featuring the Chorale, 

Handbell Ensemble, Instrumentalists, Children’s Choir, & Jr. Cantors -  

Sunday, December 3rd beginning at 4:30pm followed by Soup Supper  

 

Blue Christmas – a service designed especially for those who find the 

holidays difficult due to loss, grief, trauma, loneliness, etc.  

Tuesday, December 19th at 7:00pm (no soup supper) 

  

Sunday Morning Advent Worship Services  

(December 3, 10, 17 at 8:30 & 11am and *December 24 at 9am)  

 

Christmas Eve Manger Service (Dec. 24th at 4:30pm) 

Christmas Eve Festival Worship with Communion (Dec. 24th at 9:30pm) 

Christmas Day Worship (*Dec. 25th at 9am)  

8th day of Christmas Sunday Worship (*Dec. 31st at 9am) 

 

*note time change and only one service at 9am on 12/24; 12/25; & 12/31 


