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Welcome to Central! 

 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ 

community: We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many 

members, all sharing in God's wondrous grace and unconditional love. We 

celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family. 

Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people regardless of 

ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we invite 

you to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.  
 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the 

Gospel. 
  

A special word of welcome to our guests today: Thank you for worshiping 

with us. If you are a first-time or occasional visitor and would like to be added 

to our mailing list, or if you’d like to hear from us, we invite you to fill out the 

visitor information card found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

Also, if you wish to find out more about Central we invite you to visit our 

website welcometocentral.org.  
 

Parents of young children: We welcome the sound of little ones in worship 

and so we encourage children and parents to worship together. However, if it is 

helpful to you, you are welcome to utilize the children’s space located adjacent 

to the Narthex (entrance) to the Sanctuary. Additionally, there are children’s 

bags and kid’s bulletins available in the Narthex.  
 

Large print bulletins as well as hearing assistance receivers are also 

available from the ushers. Please note: if your personal hearing device has a  

T-Coil there are Hearing Loops in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. 

 

  

http://www.welcometocentral.org/
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CALL TO WORSHIP           The Carillon 
 

PRELUDE  O Humans, Regret Your Sinful Ways Bach 
 

WELCOME  
 

INTROIT Psalm 42  

As the deer longs | for the water-brooks, so longs my soul for | you, O God. 

I thirst for God, for the | living God; when shall I come to appear before 

the pres- | ence of God? 

My tears have been my food | day and night, while all day long they say to me, 

“Where now | is your God?” 

I pour out my soul when I think | on these things; how I went with the 

multitude and led them into the house of God, with shouts of thanksgiving, 

among those | keeping festival. 

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquiet- | ed 

within me? Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one who is 

my help | and my God. 

My soul is heav- | y within me; therefore I will remember you from the 

land of Jordan, and from the peak of Mizar among the | heights of 

Hermon. 

One deep calls to another in the roar of | your cascades; all your rapids and 

floods have gone | over me. 

The Lord grants lovingkindness | in the daytime; in the night season 

the Lord’s song is with me, a prayer to the God | of my life. 

I will say to the God of my strength, “Why have you re- | jected me, and why 

do I wander in such gloom while the enemy op- | presses me?” 

While my bones are being broken, my enemies mock me | to my face; 

all day long they mock me and say to me, “Where now | is your God?” 

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, and why are you so disquiet- | ed 

within me? Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one who is 

my help | and my God. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, And to the | Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore- | ver.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF LAMENT (Adapted from All Creation Sings) 

Gracious God, by day and night we pour out our prayer to you. We are crying  

out for justice, yearning for what is right, longing for your peace. We feel  

what we have lost from fire, from flood, from drought, from wind, and from  

earthquake. Many have been affected and are in pain. Come quickly to help us, 

O God; save those who call upon your name. 
 

We grieve the fires that have raged across the West destroying years of growth 

in our wildernesses and living spaces and your people cry: How long, O Lord? 
 

We grieve the droughts that have scorched crops and your people cry: How 

long, O Lord? 
 

We grieve the floods that have destroyed habitats, villages, towns and cities 

and your people cry: How long, O Lord? 
 

We grieve the earthquakes and tsunamis that have devastated communities and 

your people cry: How long, O Lord? 
 

We see water sources declining and your people cry: How long, O Lord? 
 

We see our already exhausted emergency and rescue workers overworked and 

your people cry: How long, O Lord? 
 

We feel our own complicity in the destruction of your world, yet see the 

problems as so complex that we do not know how to address them and your 

people cry: How long, O Lord? 
 

Loving God, inspire by your Holy Spirit those who are afraid of losing hope. 

Keep us working and praying for the day when your justice will roll down like 

waters, and your righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Assure us of your 

resurrection life that springs forth from death. Replenish our strength and stir 

up our hope as we look for signs of your coming reign. And fill us with the 

peace that passes understanding—the deep peace of Jesus Christ our Savior, in 

whose holy name we pray. Amen. 



 5 

 

HYMN #769 If You But Trust in God to Guide You 

 

 

  



 6 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Living God, you call us to be in relationship with the earth and all that you 

have made. Forgive us when, through our greed or indifference, we abuse its 

beauty and damage its potential. Even as we acknowledge our fear for the 

future of creation, empower us, through your Spirit, to partner with you in 

protecting this precious world and the lives of our most vulnerable neighbors. 

In Jesus’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING     Jeremiah 12:1b-4 

You will be in the right, O Lord,  when I lay charges against you, but let me put 

my case to you. Why does the way of the guilty prosper?  Why do all who are 

treacherous thrive? 2 You plant them, and they take root; they grow and bring 

forth fruit; you are near in their mouths yet far from their hearts. 3 But you, 

O Lord, know me; you see me and test me; my heart is with you. Pull them out 

like sheep for the slaughter, and set them apart for the day of slaughter. 4 How 

long will the land mourn and the grass of every field wither? For the wickedness 

of those who live in it, the animals and the birds are swept away, and because 

people said, “He is blind to our ways.”   

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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ANTHEM Drop, Drop Slow Tears  Cantors 
 

SECOND READING    ROMANS 8:18-30 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing 

for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to 

futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 

hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and 

will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of 

labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of 

the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for 

who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, 

we wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for 

we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 

groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 

the will of God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those 

who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 

that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he 

predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 

those whom he justified he also glorified. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand) 

It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.” 

 

GOSPEL READING   John 1:1-4 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 

being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 

Jesus said, I tell you if the people were silent, the very stones would shout 

out. 
 

 

SERMON                                                                 Pastor Eric Dull 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #600 Out of the Depths I Cry to You 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (please stand as you are able) 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
      

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  O 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  
      

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (please be seated) 
 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

OFFERING  
You may place your offering in the plates as you come forward for communion. 

 

OFFERTORY    All My Hope on God Is Founded   Cantors 
           

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (please stand as you are able) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  

 (From the Northern Illinois Synod Creation Care Committee) 

Let us pray. Sovereign of the universe, you set the parameters of the sea and 

renew the earth with light from the ages and rain from the heavens. Receive the 

gifts we bring as we care for oceans, lakes, and all habitats, to the glory of God 

in the name of Christ our peace. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your 

merciful might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom 

are both life and death, growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and 

storm, darkness and light. Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust 

join in the ancient song: The earth is full of your glory.  

The earth is full of your glory. 
  

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life 

from death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like 

bread, he enlivens our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with 

goodness. Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: The earth is full 

of your glory.  

The earth is full of your glory. 
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We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. In 

the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: The earth is full 

of your glory.  

The earth is full of your glory. 
  

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the 

dead. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for 

our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that 

trusts in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise 

from our deaths to praise you again: The earth is full of your glory.  

The earth is full of your glory. 
 

Amen, and amen.   Amen, and amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION  
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION (please stand as you are able) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you  

in his grace. Amen. 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

(From the Northern Illinois Synod Creation Care Committee) 

Let us pray. In this meal of bread and wine, we are reminded of our place 

within creation. We are merely one piece of a diverse landscape which you 

dream into existence every day. Send us now filled with your goodness, 

striving for the better world you envision, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, 

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen. 
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HYMN #881 Let All Things Now Living 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the harvest.  

Thanks be to God.  

 
We invite you to remain seated through the voluntary; however, if you choose to depart, we 

kindly ask you to do so in silence.  

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Toccata in G Major Dubois 

  
 

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live 

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License. Mathis Canticles © Oxford 

University Press reprinted through One License.  
  

Cover photos are open access from Wikimedia Commons, design Ben Nickodemus, 2022 
 

Cantors: Naomi Castro and Dylan Bunten 

 

Season of Creation 

Sunday Worship Themes: 

July 30 – Resurrection and Renewal 

 

Saturday Engagement Opportunities:  

July 29 – Riverside litter clean up at 9am. Meet at Campbell Community 

Center. Gloves and bags provided. If you have litter collection sticks, please 

bring them along. 
 

Blood Drive 

Central Lutheran is hosting a Blood Drive on Tuesday, August 22nd,  

from 10am-3pm in the Parish Hall. To sign up please visit 

redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code: centrallutheraneugene or call 

the Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767. 
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Upcoming in August: ELCA Study for Civic Life and Faith 

 

The ELCA Task Force on Studies for Civic Life and Faith has released a study 

curriculum for use throughout our church. The task force is inviting all of us to 

join a conversation about religious liberty, the proper role of the church in 

relation to government, and many other critical topics.  

 

Pastor Ben and Deacon Clare will be hosting this weekly study on Zoom 

on Tuesdays at 7pm in August (through the first week of September). 

Tuesday, August 1 - Session 1: “How Is God’s Invitation to Discipleship Lived 

Out in a Democracy?”  

Tuesday, August 8 - Session 2: “How Do Christians Address Controversial 

Civic Issues?”  

Tuesday, August 15 - Session 3: “What Are Lutheran Views on Civic Life?” 

Tuesday, August 22 - Session 4: “What Are the Objectives of Democracy in the 

United States? 

Tuesday, August 29 - Session 5: “What's Faith-based Living Got to Do With 

Civic Life?” 

Tuesday, September 5 - Session 6: “How Do We Go in Peace to Love and 

Serve the Lord in Civic Life?” 

  

A response form after each session lets participants communicate with the task 

force itself on the material covered. Join us for any or all of these sessions on 

Zoom. 
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