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Welcome to Worship!  
 

Each year as the sun sets on Christmas Eve and Advent comes to a close, 

Christmas, the Season of the Nativity of our Lord, commences for 

Christians who observe the liturgical calendar. Christmas culminates in 

Epiphany twelve days later (hence the popular secular carol: The Twelve Days 

of Christmas). The Day of Epiphany on January 6th concludes the cycle, 

commemorating the visit to the Christ Child by the Magi (Three Kings) from 

the East.  
 

 

We, the staff of Central, wish you all 

 
May the gift of the Christ-child fill your hearts with  

love, joy, & peace, today and always. 
 

Laurie, Ben, Clare, ElRay, Lindsey, Kristi, Cindy & Crystal 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE              I Wonder as I Wander  David Gustafson, Tenor 

 

WELCOME 

 

 



 

ENTRANCE CAROL #288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice      

  



 

CHRISTMAS GREETING 

For a child has been born for us, a Son given to us; authority rests upon His 

shoulders; and He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS CANDLES 

Let us pray. Incarnate God, on this Christmas Day we give you thanks for  

sending your Son to bring light to our darkness. As these candles glow among  

us, grant that we, like the angels over Bethlehem, may sing your praises in our 

hearts and in our lives. Amen. (The five candles are lit.) 

 

   
 



 

SALUTATION  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our 

human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace 

adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus 

Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (please be seated)  

 

FIRST LESSON     Isaiah 52:7-10 
Isaiah proclaims news of great joy: “Your God reigns!” Just as God saved the people from 

oppression in Egypt, God delivers Israel from exile. All the earth will witness the saving acts  

of God.  
     

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says 

to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to 

Zion. 9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord 

has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has bared 

his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth 

shall see the salvation of our God. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PSALM  98 (spoken responsively) 

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand 

and holy arm have won the victory. 

O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your   

righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all  

the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king,  

the Lord.  

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 

Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the 

Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 

The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  

 

CAROL   In the Bleak Midwinter    Holst       David Gustafson, Tenor  

 
SECOND LESSON     Hebrews 1:1-4                 
This letter opens with a lofty declaration of Jesus’ preeminent status as the Son through 

whom God created the world and through whom our sins are cleansed. God speaks to us 

now through the Son, who is exalted even above the angels. 
 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is 

the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he 

sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 

theirs. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



 

SEQUENCE CAROL   Of the Father’s Love Begotten (stanzas 1-2)  

 

  



 

GOSPEL     John 1:1-14 

The Gospel according to John, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  

was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being  

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come  

into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light  

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man 

sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the  

light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but  

he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world.  10He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own,  

and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were  

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,  

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SEQUENCE CAROL   Of the Father’s Love Begotten (stanzas 3-5) 

 

CHRISTMAS HOMILY                                          Pastor Ben Nickodemus  

 

  



 

CAROL OF THE DAY   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (please stand) 

 

  



 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (please be seated)  

 

OFFERTORY           Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                   Wilbur Held 
 

          You may place your offering in the plates as you come forward for communion. 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (please stand)   

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!   

Let earth receive its King;  

let every heart prepare him room  

and heaven and nature sing. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love 

flows from the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come 

among us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in need. This 

we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 



 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you  

have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, 

beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 

cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and  

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  



 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION  

 

CAROL DURING DISTRIBUTION   Away in a Manger  Stanza 2 solo 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROL                        Silent Night, Holy Night  
                              (You may sing the first stanza in either German or English) 

 

  



 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you  

have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news  

of your love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling  

among us now and forever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and 

the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, ☩ bless you and keep you in hope and 

peace. Amen. 
 

CAROL  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the joy of the Christ-child borne in our hearts today. 

Thanks be to God!    

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY    Good Christian Friends Rejoice     Wilbur Held 
 

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live 

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License reprinted through One License.  

 

Join us for worship next Sunday on the Seventh Day of Christmas, December 

31st, at 9:00am. (Note: there will be only one service.)  
 

Children & Youth of all ages are invited to an Epiphany Party on January 6th 

from 10am-1pm to celebrate the coming of the Wisemen and the conclusion of the 

Christmas season. This event for Central, United, and Emmaus (CUE) children 

and youth of all ages will be hosted at Central Lutheran in the Parish Hall. Our 

youth minister, Crystal Miller (503-320-4055), would love to hear from adults and 

older youth who are willing to volunteer. 
 

Together Tuesdays will resume on January 9th with the meal served beginning 

at 5:15pm, followed by Music Together, Children’s Choir, and Adult Education 

starting at 6pm. (Note: There will be no Together Tuesday activities on January 2.)  
 

Music Together - Winter Term (10-week classes) begins the week of January 

9th. This is a unique program for children under the age of 5 years to be exposed 

to early childhood music education. The child must be accompanied by a 

parent/grandparent. To register or for more info go to musictogethereugene.com.   
 

Reminder: The church office will be closed for much of the coming week. For 

pastoral emergencies, please contact Pastor Laurie (206-354-6756) or Pastor Ben 

(208-290-1165). Also: If you intend to make a year-end gift for tax purposes in 

2023, be sure it is post-marked by December 31st.   
 

Thank you for your ongoing financial commitments  

in support of Central’s mission and ministry. 

 

http://www.musictogethereugene.com/
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